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In a world dictated by fake news, one thing is unarguably true: sharks and batoids are among the
mosl endangered vertebrates worldwide {1). When progress run over conservation, anthropogenic
impactls occur in a nightmare-worthy scale and sustainable harvesting seems like distant drearm.
The Amazonian ecosystems are cradles of life, with high levels of biological diversity and speciation
rates (2). However, exploitation in the region have increased at alarming levels and contingency
plans are either flawed or non-existent.

allegorically compared 1o the story of Pinocchio, the liar doll. In our context, Pinocchios are
elasmobranch species that exhibit a praminent snout, and/or a life history affected by

overexploitation and possibly irreversible population declines (1).

Further, the Amazonian coast can be compared to the Grand Marionette Theatre, a somber, but sti
hypnotizing place with a high concentration of endemic/threatened with extinction long-snout
species. Besides extinct sawfishes (i.e. Allanticopristis and Onchopristis) (4), the region is hame for
seven exlanl Pinocchio species (Fonlitrygon colarensis, F. geijskesi, Isogomphodon oxyrhynchus

Pristis pristis, P pectinata, Pseudobatos percellens and P lentiginosus) (5, 6, 7). Still, the occurrence

may be underestimated since demersal species, captured only by industrial fleets operating at great
depths, may occur in the region.

Their elongated snout, evolutionarily shaped by millions of years o increase sensory capacily, is
also their weakness as they gel trapped in fishing nets more easily, with high mortality rates even
when incidentally caught (8). Point of concern is that, among the species cited, two exhibil extremely



when incidentally caught (8). Point of concern is that, among the species ciled, two exhibil extremely

In the pasl twenly years, alarming population declines have been reported for |. oxyrhynchus.
However, no conservation measures were adopted, leading the species 1o a quasi-extinction status
(10). 51ill, although little is known about the biclogical and ecological aspects of F colarensis, the
species is already under threat, with strong fishing pressure that may lead the species to extinction
before enough knowledge is generated for the creation of effective management plans.

While Gepello's Pinocchio achieves his dream of becoming human only after realizing his identity
: aching the brink of

issues, will this Pinocchiofauna achieve the necessary recognition only re

extinction? For usg, there is only hope that our Pinocchios will eventually find their green fairy and be
finally free from the hands of the fire-eater director (aka fishing industry), who does not consider the
well-being of his precious puppels but only thinks of his immediate profit. Will our Pinocchios be
able to live happily ever after as the troublemaker doll? There is no easy answer but considering the
high and still unmonitored commercial harvesting in the region, the future seems obscure and

extinction, eminent.
Representative image at: https:fimgur.com/t9nKRxK
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Long-snout elasmobranchs (our Pinocchios)
overexploited with no management plans in
force in an allusion to the puppets trapped in the
Grand Marionette Theater (also known as the
Brazilian Amazon Coast), a somber but still
wonderful place and one of the hotspots for
sharks and batoids conservation.
#sharkconservation #raysneedlovetoo
#endemicspecies #amazonian sharks #sharks
#stingray #flatsharks
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